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Shri Nirmal K Minda
President, ASSOCHAM

CC india’s infrastructure
expansion is strengthening
resilience, connectivity and
economic competitiveness. )Y

At the ASSOCHAM Infrastructure Conference & Achiever’s Awards 2026, Chief Guest Shri Nitin Gadkari called
for urgent accountability in infrastructure development, citing delays in decision-making, weak planning and
lack of oversight as key reasons behind project overruns.
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¢ Collaboration between
government and industry
will be critical to deliver

F— future ready and resilient
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Shri Nitin Gadkari
Hon’ble Union Minister,
Road Transport and Highways
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€ Cindia stands at a defining
moment, where speed,
scale, and sustainability
must converge. Quality
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Infrastructure Conference and Achiever’s Award 2026
Engineering Resilience
Building Intelligence into Infrastructure Construction

Emphasising a zero-compromise approach to quality, Shri Gadkari noted that poor workmanship

ASSOCHAM felicitates the Union Minister as Infrastructure Man with Futuristic Vision

often goes unpunished and defect liability provisions remain ineffective. He urged strict penal action, & RiInfranrojects Ltd
nfraprojects Ltd.

including blacklisting of erring contractors, and stressed that technology must reduce costs without Madanapalle-Pileru - Resilient Highway

Rail Vikas Nigam Ltd compromising quality. Advocating innovation, he highlighted the importance of waste-to-energy RITES Ltd
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In his presidential address, Nirmal K. Minda highlighted India’s steady economic progress amid
global uncertainties, noting rapid expansion of highways, tunnels and multimodal connectivity. He

I'ngincering Resilience

emphasised the role of advanced technologies such as SCADA in improving safety, efficiency and
sustainability.

Delivering the vote of thanks, Saurabh Sanyal described infrastructure as the backbone of economic
transformation and stressed stronger collaboration between government and industry to accelerate
execution, adopt technology and ensure last-mile connectivity.

The conference also featured sessions led by Ashutosh Chandwar, R C Jain and moderated by R K Pandey,
Dineshchandra R. Agrawal Infracon Pvt Ltd

border Roads Oreanisati focusing on highways, tunnels and execution challenges, reflecting a shift from ambition to delivery. batel Ereineering Ltd DND Ballabhgarh - Sustainable Highway laTw ],
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